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TOBACCO BEETLE - A DEVASTATING PEST

DENGUE OUTBREAK IN MURREE’S GHAIL: DISTRICT 
HEALTH AUTHORITY STEPS UP RESPONSE

THE MINISTRY OF NATIONAL FOOD SECURITY & RESEARCH
HAS MERGED TWO KEY DEPARTMENTS 

Prof. Dr. Muhammad Saeed 
(FRES), Member ESA, ESJ

Lasioderma serricorne ,  commonly referred to as the cigarette beetle  
or tobacco beetle,  destructive insect that poses a signif icant threat 
to stored products,  especially those derived from plants. It is a notorious 
p e s t  i n  t h e  t o b a c c o  i n d u s t r y ,  c i g a r e t t e  factories,  warehouses, 
and domestic households across the globe.

PAKISTAN GRAPPLES WITH SURGING 
PEST POPULATIONS IN WAKE OF  

DEVASTATING FLOODS

I S L A M A B A D – Months 

after catastrophic mon-

soon rains and f loods 

submerged a third of 

the country, Pakistan is 

now confronting a severe 

s e c o n d a r y  c r i s i s :  a 

d r a matic surge in pests 

and  disease-carrying 

insects.

exacerbate the spread of disease. A Public Health Emergency Unfolds H e a l t h  c l i n i c s  i n  a f fected 
r e g i o n s  a r e  report ing a sharp increase in cases of  vector-borne d iseases .  "We are seeing a 
s i g n i f i c a n t  upt ick  in malaria, dengue fever, and viral conjunctivitis," s a i d  D r .  F a r i a  H u s s a i n ,  a 
phys ic ian work ing in a relief camp in Dadu, Sindh. "The mosquito p o p u l a t i o n  is  unl ike  anything 
I ' v e  s e e n  i n  years .  F a m i l i e s  s l e e p i n g  u n d e r  o p e n  s k i e s  o r  i n  temporary tents are extremely 
vulnerable, with limited access to mosquito nets or repellents."
The World Health Organization (WHO) has supported the Pakistani government in dispatching 
mil l ions of rapid diagnostic tests and anti-malarial  medications to the region.
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IMPACT OF CLIMATE CHANGE ON SUBTERRANEAN 
TERMITE JULY 20, 2025

In summary,  cl imate change and human expansion are making termite control more complex. 
Understanding how environmental factors inf luence termites is  key to  managing future r isks 
and protecting structures from damage.
Art icle condensed from original text by Dr Partho Dhang, Independent consultant . 
Belarmino Street ,  Makati  City ,  Phi l ippines

The stagnant floodwaters, which have taken months to recede in provinces 
like Sindh and Balochistan,  have created ideal breeding grounds 
for mosquitoes, flies, and other vermin. The combination of standing 
water ,  humid  weather ,  and compromised sani tat ion systems 
has led to an explosion in populations  that officials warn could 

Termites are most common in tropical areas, with their distribution 
c losely  l inked to  temperature ,  ra infa l l ,  and humidi ty .  As the 
cl imate changes,  especial ly with r is ing temperatures,  termite 
a c t i v i t y  a n d  s p r e a d  are expected to increase. Research shows 
termite foraging is strongly influenced by temperature. For instance, 
Ret icul i termes hesperus  p r e f e r s  so i l  temperatures  b e t w e e n 
2 9 – 3 2 ° C ,  s h o w i n g  h o w  c l i m a t e  c o n d i t i o n s  d i r e c t l y  af fect 
their  behavior and range.

T h e  D i s t r i c t  H e a l t h  A u t h o r i t y  (DHA) has intensif ied 
dengue c o n t r o l  e f f o r t s  a f t e r  3 4  c o n f i r m e d  c a s e s 
w e r e  r e p o r t e d ,  including 20 in Rawalpindi  and 14 in 
Murree’s Union Council Ghail, which has been identified 
as the epicentre of the outbreak. District Health Authority 
C E O  E h s a n  G h a n i  c o n f i r m e d  a nd urged for h i g h e r 
community engagement & awareness over precautionary 
m e a s u r e s .

As  of  A u g u s t  4 ,  h o s p i t a l s  s c r e e n e d  over  4 ,000 pat ients ,  detect ing 3 ,819  suspected 
c a s e s ,  w h i l e  n o  d e a t h s  h a v e  b e e n  r e p o r t e d .  C o n t r o l  r o o m s  h a v e  b e e n  s e t  u p  i n 
Murree hospi ta ls  and Basic  Health  Uni ts  to  ensure ef f ic ient  pat ient  management .

Management & Control: An Integrated Pest 
Management (IPM) approach is essential . 
M o n i t o r i n g :  Use pheromone traps (e. g , 
Serr ico t raps)  for  ear ly  detect ion .
S a n i t a t i o n :  C l e a n  r e g u l a r l y  t o  r e m o v e 
food debris. Storage: Use airtight containers 

A CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS
We invite you to contribute your ideas, research breakthroughs, articles, and 
n o t a b l e  achievements in the fields of Integrated Pest Management 
and Entomology for our upcoming newsletter.

ISLAMABAD: The Ministry of National Food Security and Research 
h a s  m e r g e d  t wo key departments  — the Department  of  P l a n t 
Protection (DPP) and the A n i m a l  Quarant ine Department (AQD)  
to form the National Agri-Trade and Food Safety Authority (NAFSA), 
aimed at modernising Pakistan’s agricultural trade infrastructure 
in line with global phytosanitary and food safety standards.

The DPP was originally established under the International Plant Protection Convention, while AQD 
was tasked with  prevent ing the entry of foreign animal diseases. Their integration into NAFSA is 
intended to create a modern, scientific, and data-driven body capable of ensuring compliance with 
Sanitary and Phytosanitary (SPS) requirements while also facilitating access to quality agricultural 
inputs to promote surplus production and national food security.

A p p e a r a n c e :  Small (2-3 mm), reddish-brown,  with a humpbacked s h a p e .
D a m a g e :  Larvae bore into and consume products, causing contamination and 
significant economic loss. Reproduct ion:  Under  ideal  condit ions (30°C,  70% 
h u m i d i t y ) ,  i t  can complete its life cycle in just over a month, leading to multiple 
generations per year. 

and control temperature. Fumigation: For severe infestations, 
f u m i g a n t  l i k e  p h o s p h i n e  is  the industry  standard.
C o n c l u s i o n :  Continuous monitoring and strict hygiene are 
critical to contro l l ing th is  res i l ient  and costly pest .
Article condensed from original text by Prof. Dr. Muhammad 
Saeed, Professor of Agricultural Entomology.  


